H  B  A 

E  f  4  * 

QJkl 


LONG  ASHTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  tne 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Pox  the 

YEAR  ENDING  51st  DECEMBER,  1953. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary 

In spec tor 

Deputy  Sanitary  Inspector 
Housing  and  Planning 

Assistant 
Housing  Inspector 


M.  C*  0f  Connor ,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

G.K. Foster,  M.S.I.A.,  A.I.W.E 
B. Barker,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I 

W.H. Green* 

M. M.  Ander  son. 


Committees  concerned  with  matters  related  to  Public  Health. 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee 
Planning  Committee 
Education  Committee 
Somerset  County  Nursing  Association 
Road  Safety  Committee 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Long  Ashton  Rural  District  Council 
Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition 
of  the  District  during  the  past  year.  The  information  therein  is, 
as  far  as  possible,  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  as  laid  down  in  Circular  42/51  of  the  10th  of 
December,  1951. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area 

Population.  As  assessed  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  mid  1953. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value  (May  1st,  1953) 

Sum  represented  by  a  one  penny  rate 

(Year  1953/ 4 )  • 


45,434  acres. 

23, 010 
7,105 
£167,271 

£  674 


There  are  no  important  changes  to  note  in  the  social  conditions 
and  general  characteristics  of  the  area. 


However,  it  will  be  noted  from  the  figures  below  that  there  is 
a  steady  increase  in  the  population  of  the  District,  in  spite  of  the 
lopping  of  villages  into  Bristol. 


Year. 

Population 

Registrar 

General . 

Inhabited 

House  s. 

Rateable 

Value. 

Penny 

Rate. 

Acreage 

1939 

2  0,  060 

6391 

168, 558 

672 

46,515 

1940 

1941 

20,970 

6477 

Records  not 

170,937 
available . 

683 

1942 

24,840 

6495 

172,297 

704 

1943 

23,960 

6495 

172,  489 

716 

1944 

22,810 

6501 

177,329 

740 

1945 

22,43  0 

6500 

178,205 

744 

1946 

23,170 

6761 

180,496 

733 

1947 

23,890 

K 

7085 

185, 669 

(1) 

749 

46,602 

\ 


Year. 

P  opulat ion 

Inhabited 

Rateable 

Penny 

Acreage . 

Registrar 

H  ou  se  s . 

Value . 

Rate. 

General. 

1948 

24,310 

7219 

176,657 

710 

1949 

24,48  0 

7425 

172,899 

657 

1950 

24,670 

7470 

173, 938 

708 

1951 

22,800 

6744 

163,658 

682 

45,434 

1952 

22,940 

6881 

165,747 

664 

1953 

23,010 

7105 

167,271 

674 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Hive 

Births.  Legitimate 

151 

142 

293 

Illegitimate 

8 

1 

9 

Total 

159 

143 

3  02 

Still 

.  Births 

0 

3 

3  All  legitimate. 

For  this  year 

■  the  Birth  Rate  is  13.1, 

compared 

with  15*3  last 

year 

and  15.5  the 

average  for 

the  wh ol e  c  ou  nt r y . 

Of  the  302  children  born  in  the  District,  125,  or  41$,  were  born 
in  their  own  homes.  Of  this  125,  39  were  born  in  Bast on- in- G or dan o. 


DEATHS.  M.  F.  Total. 


All  causes  (Registrar  General’s  107  115  222 

Figure  s ) . 

Death  Rate  9.6  per  1000;  that  for  the  Country  11.4 


Of  these  222,  64  occurred  in  Hospitals  etc. 
less  than  29%. 

outside 

the  district 

Infant  Mortality. 

M.  F. 

Total. 

Death  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  (legit.) 

2  3 

5 

( il legit . ) 

2  0 

2 

Total 

4  3 

7 

M.  F. 

Total. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age.  (legit.) 

1  2 

3 

(illegit . ) 

1  0 

1 

Total 

2  2 

4 

All  died  within  a  few  hours  of  birth  of  congenital  deformities. 

Infant  mortality  13.2  per  1000  live  births;  that 

of  the 

Country  26.8 

CAUSES 

OF 

DEATH. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F, 

Tuberculosis  chest 

2 

0 

Diabetes 

0 

1 

Cancer,  stomach 

2 

2 

Vascular  Dis.  Brain 

18 

19 

lung,  bronchus 

2 

1 

Coronary  Heart  Dis. 

14 

8 

breast 

0 

6 

Hypertension  &  Heart 

5 

4 

others 

11 

11 

Other  Heart  Dis. 

13 

23 

Leukaemia 

1 

2 

Other  Circulatory  Dis. 

5 

8 

Influenza 

1 

3 

Ulcer  Stomach  &  Duodm. 

5 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

4 

Other  Diseases 

.12 

16 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

Motor  Accidents 

1 

0 

Other  respy.Dis. 

2 

0 

All  other  accidents 

7 

4 

Suicide 

0 

1 

There  were  no  deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion;  nor 
from  Diphtheria,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  or  other  infectious  disease. 

Persons  dying  in  Barrow  Hospital,  Cambridge  House  and  Yatton  Hall 
are  credited  to  this  Rural  District  as  residents.  (M.-4;  F.-7; 

Total  11) 


*3 


Accidents. 

The  following  are  the  causes  of  deaths  and  ages  under  sexes. 


M. 

F. 

Drowning 

45 

- 

Gas  Poisoning 

3l;li 

28 

Train 

20 

— 

Fracture  femur 

32  ;85 

88 ; 8  6 ; 8  2 

Fall 

- 

70 

Motor  cycle 

42 

— 

It  is  well  to  realise  that  a  fractured  femur  in  an  aged  person 
is  very  easily  sustained  and  that  it  is  only  the  incident  to  cause 
final  dissolution. 

CANCER  OF  RESPIRATORY  TRACT 

Since  this  subject  is  very  much  " in  the  news",  I  have  collected 
the-  cases  in  the  District  over  the  last  two  years,  (the  only  ones 
available  to  me),  and  noted  the  age  at  death  and  the  occupations. 


Parish. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Oc  cupati on. 

Parish. 

Sex. 

Age . 

Occupation. 

Backwell 

M. 

58 

Mot or  Driver 

West  on- in- 

Clapton-*  in- 

Gordano. 

M. 

75 

St  onemascn 

Gordano. 

M. 

46 

Van  Driver. 

Wraxall 

M. 

68 

Council  Employ. 

East  on- in- 

it 

M. 

56 

Painter  &  Dectr. 

Gorda.no. 

M. 

56 

Labourer 

Yatton 

F. 

93 

(Petrol ) 

it 

M. 

53 

Factory  Porter 

M. 

69 

Boatman 

tt 

F. 

41 

H/Engine  Driver. 

ii 

M. 

63 

Gardener 

t! 

F. 

55 

H/ St  at  ion 

Nailsea 

M. 

65 

Gen. Labourer 

Master. 

North 

Weston 

M. 

63 

Traveller 

Tickenham 

F. 

71 

Ham  Green  Hospital  records  also  come  to  my  office,  and  the 
following  are  the  occupations  and  ages;- 

Railway  Employ  (54),  Bus  Maintenance  (49),  Tea  Salesman  (72), 
Gen.  labourer  (56),  Pla.sterer  (54),  Flint  Crusher  (47)  • 

One  does  feel,  in  this  small  series  of  cases,  that  there  is  a 
marked  association  with  roads  and  transport. 


Another  remarkable  fact  is  that  of  the  deaths  attributed  to 
the  District  only  one  occurred  in  hospital. 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Disease . 


Notif icat i ons.  Removals  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 


Scarlet  Fever 

44 

Pneumonia 

33 

Erysipelas 

2 

Polio-myelitis 

4 

D3^sentery 

4 

Measle  s 

434 

Whooping  Cough 

33 

There  were  no  cases,  during 
Fevers,  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Food 
Meningitis. 


31  0 

1  0 

0  0 

4  0 

0  o 

2  0 

0  0 


the  year,  of  Diphtheria,  Enteric 
oisoning  nor  Cere bro- spinal 


(3) 


/ 


Investigation  of  the  cases  of  Dysentery  have  failed  to  find 
a  cause.  They  were  isolated  cases. 

Six  cases,  in  all,  were  notified  as  Polio- myelitis,  but  in  two 
the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  in  Hospital.  There  appeared  to  be 
no  connecting  link  between  the  cases.  Early  mild  cases,  with 
immediate  rest,  are  difficult  to  diagnose  and  may  easily  be  much 
more  common. 

The  incidence  of  Measles  was  higher  than  any  year  since  1943* 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  following  figures  are  provided  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


Number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  in  the  six  months  ending:- 


under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14. 

Total . 

June,  1953 

39 

44 

5 

3 

1 

25 

0 

117 

Dec.  1953 

44 

41 

2 

0 

2 

3 

0 

92 

Tota.l 

83 

85 

7 

3 

3 

28 

0 

209 

Number  of 

children  : 

receiving 

reinforcing  inj 

ections, 

t  os- 

June,  1953 

2 

225 

227 

Dec.  1953 

0 

100 

100 

T  otal s 

2 

325 

327 

There  is  a  slight,  but  definite,  falling  off  in  the  number  of 
infants  being  immunised.  This  is  possibly  related  to  the  fact 
that  no  case  has  been  reported  in  the  District  since  1948.  It  is 
important  that  a  high  percentage  cf  immunised  children  should  be 
maintained. 


VACCINATION. 


Age  groups;  - 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  &  over. 

Total 

Primary; - 

154 

6 

3 

8 

12 

183 

Re-Vaccn. 

—  — 

- 

7 

26 

33 

These  figures  shew  a  marked  improvement  on  last  years  and  the 
local  Medical  Practitioners  and  District  Nurses  are  to  be 
c  ongratulated . 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Notifications . 


• 

6- 

•15 

16- 

25 

26-35 

36-45 

46- 

T  otal 

•  •» 

M. 

F. 

M. 

,  E. 

M. 

F. 

1.  F 

.  L'i .  F . 

M.  F 

• 

Respiratory 

10, 

? 

- 

1 

3 

3 

3  1 

2  1 

2  1 

17 

Ion-Respiratory 

0 

0 

Totals 

10 

7 

0 

are 

admissions  to 

Cambridge 

House 

from 

outside  the  district. 


Deaths. 

There  were  4  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  the  District  in  the 
year,  3  men  and  one  woman.  Their  ages  were  64,  56,  69  and  62. 

Two  had  not  previously  been  notified;  one  was  not  certified 
as  dying  from  Tuberculosis. 


(4) 


Distribution  at  the  end  of  the  Year  1953. 


Parish. 


Age  0-10 
M  F 


11-20 
M  F 


21-3  0 
M  F 


31-40 
M  F 


P.-50 
n  f 


51-60 
M  F 


61+  Total 
M  F  M  F 


Abbots  Leigh 
Backwell 
Barrow  Gurney 
Brockley 
Clapton-in- 
Gordano 
Cleeve 
Hmdry 
East  on- in- 
Gordano 
Flax  Bourton 
Kenn 
King  st  on 
Seymour 
Long  Ashton 
Nailsea 
North  Weston 
Port bury 
Tickenham 
Walton- in- 
Gordano 
We st on- in- 
Gordano 
Winf ord 
V/raxall 
Yatt on 

Totals 


0 

0 


0 

0 


0  0 
0  0 


0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 


2  1 
0  0 
0  O 


o 

0 

1 

0 

0 

V 


o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


u  0 
0  0 
0  0 
2  3 


1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

u 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

o 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

1 


1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

2 

3 

1 


2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 


0 

3 
2 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

1 

4 
4 


0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 


5  4  8  4 


0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

v 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

11 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

o 

1 

2 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

1 


0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

u 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 
' » 


o 

o 

< 


r 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

3 


1 

0 


1 

0 


0  3 
0  5 


0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  2 


0  1 
0  0 
0  u 


0 

l 


2 

0 

0 


0  2 
0  2 
0  0 

0  13 
0  4 


0 
0 
0 

0  o 
0  0 
0  o 


0  0 
2  1 
0  0 


0 

1 

o 


0 

8 

3 

2 

0 

0 


0  0  1 


0 

1 

1 

0 


0  0 

0  0 


o 

3 

0  0  6 

1  0  11 


3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

7 

2 

0 

0 

9 

3 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

7 

9 


8  8  4  7  2  65  52 


15  19  16 

Including  4  in  Flax  Bourton  (Cambridge  House)  and  3  in  Yatton  (^atton 
Hall)  from  without  the  District,  in  Institutions. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 
HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  provided  at  Clevedon  and  Bristol. 
The  tuberculosis  service  is  under  County  supervision. 

The  Louth-Western  Hospital  Board  Mass  Radiography  unit  has  held 
sessions  at  Messrs.  Highway  Construction  Ltd.,  Fail.md,  and  at 
Coate* s  Factory,  Nailsea,  (when  the  general  public  fere  admitted). 

Two  active  cases  were  found  in  the  latter  survey,  or  e  of  each  sex 
in  the  35/44  age-group. 

Laboratory  facilities  for  bacteriological  purposes  are  provided 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  Taunton, 
and  at  Canynge  Hall,  Bristol.  Analytical  work  is  d  rnie  at  the 
County  Laboratory,  County  Hall,  Taunton. 

Hospital  treatment  and  isolation  for  infectious  diseases  is  at 
Ham  Green  Hospital,  Pill. 

Ambulance  facilities  for  the  area  are  under  County  direction. 
Nursing  in  the  homes,  and  maternity  and  child  welfare  are  dealt 
with  by  the  County  authority.  Clinics,  Home-helps  and  general 
welfare  are  under  County  administration  and  direction. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  -  Section  47. 

One  aged  couple  and  their  incapable  daughter  were  deemed  in  need 
of  care  and  attention  and  living  in  unsanitary  conditions  and  taken 
into  a  County  Institution,  where,  it  is  reported,  they  are  very  happy 
and  well  cared-for. 


(5) 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


(a)  The  Water  supply  of  the  district  has  been  generally 
satisfactory  in  quality,  with  the  exception  of  the  areas 
which  are  included  in  the  proposed  schemes  for  piped 
water  supply, 

(b)  The  quantity  of  water  was  generally  satisfactory,  except 
for  the  few  isolated  cases  dependant  upon  rain  water  storage 
and  in  part  of  Kenn,  where  River  Board  works  diverted  the 
usual  supply,  and  where  arrangements  had  to  be  made  for 
supply  by  cartage. 

Piped  Supplies  -  results  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

RAW  WATER  TREATED  AFTER  GOING  INTO  SUPPLY. 

Bacteriol ogical  Chemical  Bacteriol ogical  Chemical 

Satis-  Un satis-Sat is-  Unsatis-  Satis-  Unsatis-  Satis-  Unsatis¬ 
factory.  factory. fact ory. fact ory.  factory. factory,  fact ory. factory. 

25  19  Nil  Nil  92  1  9  Nil 

Waters,  liable  to  have  Plumb o- solvent  action  -  None. 


No  action  has  been  required  regarding  piped  water  supplies; 
those  unsatisfactory  results  mentioned  above  occurred  in  the 
routine  examination  of  supplies  in  Ham  Green  Hospital,  where 
chlorination  has  to  be  resorted  to  occasionally. 

Water  Supplies  from  Public  Mainsj- 

(a)  DIRECT  TO  HOUSES  BY  MEANS  OE  STANDPIPES. 


No.  of  Dwelling-  Population.  No.  of  dwelling-  Population. 
Houses.  Houses. 

5761  19818  437  1315 

(b)  Particulars  of  the  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  and  Population 
supplied  from  Water  Mains  in  Parishes. 


Please  see  list  over  page. 
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5.  Water  Supplies  from  Public  Mains:-  (continued) 

(c)  Extensions  of  Public  Water  Supply:  - 

forth  ^eston  and  We st on-in-Gordano  -  Main  extension 
by  Bristol  ’Waterworks  Co.,  under  guarantee,  to  replace 
Council's  existing  bulk  supply  from  a  private  Spring 
source. 

(d)  No.  of  cases  in  which  piped  supply  was  substituted 
for;  - 

(1)  Well  Water . 11.  (2}Private  source. .. .14* 

(3  )Other . 3  • 


6.  water  Supplies  from  wells; - 

NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  ANALYSIS 
Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Chemical  Bacteriological  Chemical  Bacteriological 

Nil  4  Nil  7 


No.  of  Wells  closed:-  13 

No.  of  houses  relying  on  well  supplies:-  734 

FUTURE  PROPOSALS  FOR  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Priority  Parish  Scheme  Approx.  Cost. 

Group. 

1  Dundry  Provision  of  mains  supply  to  £32,170 

Dundry  by  Bristol  Waterworks 
Co.  under  guarantee.  Work 
about  to  commence. 

1  Kingston  Further  extensions  of  Bristol  £ 6,73  0  • 

Seymour.  Waterworks  Co’ s  main  to  out¬ 

lying  areas  of  parish.  Con¬ 
sideration  deferred  by  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
on  restriction  of  capital 
expenditure  grounds, 

1  Clapton-in-  Extension  under  guarantee  of  £5,152 

Gordano.  Bristol  Waterworks  Co's  mains 

to  village.  Work  nearing 
completion  at  end  of  year. 


1 


1 


1 

2 


North  Weston. 


Mains  supply  to  Redcliffe  Bay 
area  under  joint  guarantee 
with  Portishead  Urban  District 
Council  to  replace  existing 
standpipe  supply.  Work  about 
to  commence  at  end  of  year. 


£12,121 


Barrow 

Gurney. 


Provision  of  piped  supply  by 
Bristol  Waterworks  Co.  to 
Barrow  Hill  and  Bridgwater 
Road  from  Company’s  Felton 
source  under  guarantee.  Scheme 
approved  and  expected  to  be 
carried  out  in  1954. 


£2,600 


Kenn 


Provision  of  mains  supply  to  £1,555 
Kenn  Pier  area. 


Nail sea 


Extension  of  main  by  Bristol  £2,976 
Waterworks  Co.  under  guarantee, 
from  West  End  to  the  Grove. 


2 


Ridgehill  Extension  of  minford  supply  to 
w inford  village  and  farms;  under  con¬ 

sideration. 


(8) 


Observations.  There  are  still  too  many  wells  in  the  district. 
The  testing  of  the  water  often  seems  facetious  as  there  is  no 
alternate  supply.  Difficulty  is  often  encountered  in  obtaining 
the  necessary  guarantees  for  extension  of  piped  supplies. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Parishes  with  main  drainage  and  efficient  disposal  systems;- 


-:wBackwell 
*Cleeve 
♦Long  Ashton 
♦North  Weston 
*Ea  st  on-  in-  G  or  dan  o 
Yatt  on 

-'•*  These  Parishes  are  not  completely  served. 

Extensions  of  sewers,  new  works  or  improvements  during  year¬ 
long  Ashton.  The  additions  and  improvements  to  Cambridge 

House  sewage  disposal  works  were  completed. 
Cost:.-  Not  known. 


Future  Proposals. 

The  following  list  of  schemes  and  order  of  priority  was 
generally  accepted  for  future  reference  by  the  Council. 


L  ocation.  Estimated  Cost  per  Total  Remarks. 

No.  of  House s.  House.  C ost . 

£  £ 


1. 

Nail sea  plus 
improvements  to 
Backwell  Works. 

702 

122,553 

Approved  by 
Ministry. 

2. 

Pill  (Main  Sewer) 

• 

19,100 

Approved  by 
Ministry. 

3. 

Flax  B  our  ton 

50 

•201 

10,  05  0 

Part  approved 
by  Ministry. 

4. 

Redcliffe  Bay 

250 

12  0 

30,  000 

5* 

Ea  st  on- in- G  or  dan  o 
and  Port  bury 

300 

113 

34,200 

Ea  st  on- in- G  or  d- 
ano  section 
approved  by 
S.C.C.  Not  yet 
before  Ministry 

6. 

\7  inf  ord 

170 

146 

24,900 

Before  Ministry 

7* 

Backwell,  Church 
Lane . 

40 

80 

3,200 

8. 

Barrow  Lane, 
Bridgwater  Road, 
Dundry. 

86 

102 

8,8u0 

Deferred  by 

S.C.C. 

9. 

Long  Ashton 
(Storm  Water) 

6,  000 

10. 

Weston- in- G or dan o 

60 

150 

9,000 

11. 

Cleeve 

(Church  area) 

38 

100 

3 , 8  00 

(9) 


Location  Estimated 

No.  of  Houses. 

Cost 

per  House. 

Total 

Cost . 

12. 

Abbots  Leigh 

120 

£ 

166 

£ 

20,  000 

13. 

Kenn 

27 

212 

5,720 

14. 

Clapt on-in- 
Gordano. 

60 

2  00 

12,000 

15. 

Tickenham 

100 

210 

21,000 

16. 

17 rax  all  (60  Acres]  80 

12  0 

9,600 

17. 

Wal  t  on-  in- G  or  dan  o 

.  50 

120 

6,  000 

18. 

Dundry  Village 

70 

120 

8,400 

19. 

Barrow  Gurney 
Village. 

36 

140 

5,040 

20. 

Wraxall  (Village) 

50 

150 

7,500 

21. 

Cleeve  (Plunder 
Street ) . 

28 

100 

2,800 

22. 

Leigh  Woods 

12  0(  flats) 

110 

13,200 

23. 

Kingston  Seymour 

60 

150 

9,000 

24. 

Nail sea y  West  End 

30 

100 

3, 000 

25. 

Downside 

20 

90 

1,8  00 

Total  Estimated  Cost . 

£296, 663 

Remarks. 


Deferred  owing  t 
high  cost. 


To  Housing  Site 
System, 


Observations. 

The  long  list  of  sewage  disposal  schemes  points  to  the  lack  of 
services  in  large  areas  of  the  district.  However,  there  is  no 
evidence  that  the  health  of  the  residents  is  materially  affected, 
even  though,  in  too  many  cases,  there  is  not  efficient  maintenance  by 
tenants. 


CAMPING-  SITES. 

(a)  No.  of  Camping  Sites  for  which  licences  have  been  issued . 12 

(b)  Maximum  number  allowed  per  acre . 3  0 

(c)  Period  of  occupation:-  (1)  Permanent . Yearly. 

(2)  Seasonal . April  lst-0ct.31st . 

(d)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  during  year:- 

(1)  Permanent . 3  00 

(2)  Seasonal . 1500 

CLOSET  ACC  OMMODATI ON. 


Total  number  in  district  on  December  31st,  1953s- 

(1)  Pail  Closets. . .1032.  (2)  W.C. s. . .8416 .  (3)  Other ...  6211. 

No.  of  conversions  to  water  carriage  system  during  year... 14. 
Observations. 

Cesspits  are  all  too  common,  often  poorly  maintained  and  very 
difficult  to  control. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


(a)  House  Refuse  is  removed  by  direct  labour. 

(b)  No.  and  type  of  vehicles  employed:-  Three;  two  7-8  cubic  yard 
and  one  10  cubic  yard.  Ford  Thomas  Refuse  Collecting  Vehicles. 

(c )  Frequency  of  collection:-  Weekly  in  3  Parishes  and  fortnightly 
in  others. 

(d)  No.  of  parishes  covered  by  routine  collections;-  21  (all). 

(e)  Scheme  operated  for  the  collection  of  Trade  Refuse; - 

(1)  Charge  of  6d  per  bin;  money  collected  and  receipts  given 
by  refuse  collectors. 

(2)  large  quantities  collected  by  special  arrangement,  viz., 

up  to  5  cwt . 3/6 

up  to  10  cwt . 7/~ 

up  to  15  cwt . 10/- 

up  to  20  cwt . 15/-;  every  additional  ton  12/-. 

(f)  Cesspool  emptying  is  carried  out  by  the  local  authority. 

(g)  A  charge  is  made,  based  on  the  following  rates;  - 

Domestic  premises . 15/-  per  load,  (load  -  800  gallons 

approx. ) 

Trade  premises . 17/6  per  hour. 

(h)  House  and  Trade  Refuse  is  disposed  of  in  One  controlled  tip. 

HOUSING. 


Houses  erected  during  year;- 

By  Local  Authority 
Private  enterprise 
Total 


Permanent. 

169 

68 

237 


Temporary. 

Nil 

1 

1 


Permanent  houses  in  course  of  erection:-  By  Local  Authority  92 
*  Private  enterprise  76 

Total  168 

Only  3  units  of  accommodation  were  provided  from  conversions  to 
flats,  and  these  by  Private  Enterprise. 

Inclusive  of  those  above  built  during  the  year  - 

Total  number  of  houses  in  District . 7105 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority. ...  1018 

No.  of  Post  War  Houses  erected  from  April  1945  to  December  31st,  1953 
By  Local  Authority  817  (Including  56  transferred  to  City 

of  Bristol  on  April  1st,  1951). 

By  Private  Enterprise  251  (Plus  75  in  area  ceded  to  Bristol). 
Distribution  of  Houses  erected  by  Council  during  1953: 


At  31.12.53. 

Parish.  Completed.  Under  Construction. 


Backwell 

10 

— 

Clecve 

10 

- 

Ea  st  on-  in-  G  or  dan  o 

33 

20 

Long  Ashton 

- 

40 

Nail  sea 

16 

- 

North  Weston 

30 

4 

Wraxall 

8 

4 

Yatt on 

62 

24 

Total 

169 

92 

Erection  of  Houses  by  Private  Enterprise. 


The  location  of  the  houses  completed  is  as  follows;- 


Abbots  JLeigh 

9 

Backwell 

21 

Brockley 

1 

Cleeve 

3 

lundry 

1 

East  on- in - 

Gordano  1 

Kingston  Seymour 

1 

Long  Ashton 

16 

Nailsea 

3 

Tickenham 

3 

Win ford 

1 

Wraxall 

4 

Yatt  on 

1 

Total;- 

68 

(in 


ACTION  TAKEN  NUKING  YEAR  UNDER  Housing  Act,  1936. 


No.  of  houses  represented  to  the  Council  as  unfit  for 

human  habitation . 24 

No.  of  parts  of  buildings  represented  as  unfit .  1 

No.  of  houses  on  which  demolition  orders  were  made .  2 

No.  of  parts  of  buildings  on  which  closing  orders  were 

made .  1 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  given 

by  owners  to  make  fit  were  accepted .  3 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  by 

owners  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  were  accepted.  4 
No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  to 
repair  were  cancelled  after  being  made  fit  for 

habitation . 4 

No.  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition 

orders .  8 

No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  owners  after  represent¬ 
ation  under  Section  9 .  1 

(a)  No.  of  unfit  houses  in  the  District  but  on  which 

no  formal  action  has  been  taken .  181 

(b)  No.  of  houses  that  have  been  condemned  under  the 
Housing  Acts  as  totally  unfit.  (Since  end  of  War).  66 

(c)  No.  of  houses  occupied  under  (a)  181;  (b)  34. 

No.  of  houses  found  overcrowded .  6 

Houses  required: - 

(1)  To  replace  those  unfit  under  (a)  128;  (b)  34» 

(2)  To  abate  overcrowding .  6 

(3)  To  overcome  unsatisfactory  conditions,  e.g.  two 
families  living  in  the  same  house  but  not 

included  in  (1)  or  (2) .  278 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end 
of  year .  670 


Observations. 


Houses  are  continually  being  found  unfit,  with  tenants  asking 
for  Council  Housing.  Hutments  still  house  many  families:.- 

No.  of  families  in  camps  administered  by  the  Council:- 


Hostel  bite,  Yatton.  10 
Lulsgate.  26 

Brockley  Estate.  49 

Easton  Camp.  26 

Total:  111 


No.  of  families  in  camps  held  on  short  term  loan, 
Squatters  Camps). 


( originally 


Mart combe  Camp.  9 

Abbots  Leigh.  3 

St.  George’ s  Camp.  5 

Total:  17 


Estimated  no.  of  families  who  will  have  been  re-housed  when  new 
houses  in  existing  allocations  have  been  completed:-  24. 


Total  number  of  families  remaining  to  be  rehoused:-  104. 
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GRANTS  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949* 

No.  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Local  Authority  and 
Ministry: - 

Local  Received.  Approved.  Rejected.  Under  C  onsideration. 

Authority.  Applica-No*  of  Applica-No. of  Applica-No. of  Applica-No.  of 
tions.  h ou se s .  t i on s  houses,  tions.  house s.  tions.  houses. 

To  31.12.52  6  65511  00 

Luring  year  4  43  3  11  0  0 

Mini stry.  No.  Sent.  Approved.  Rejected.  Under  Consideration. 

Applioa-No.  of  Applica-No.  of  Applica-No.  of  Applica-No.  of 
tions.  h  ^u  se  s .  t  i  on  s .  houses,  tions.  h  ou  se  s .  t  i  on  s  ♦  house  s. 

To  31.12.52  5  53322  00 

Luring  year  3  31100  2  2 

Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved:-  £ 463/-/-. 

The  two  applications  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the 
year  were  subsequently  approved  by  the  Ministry. 

FOOL. 


TYPES  OF  FOOL  PREMISES. 


The  numbers  and  types  of  business  of  food  premises  in  the 
area  are : - 


Type  of  business.  Number. 

Butchery  17 

Grocers  and  provisions.  53 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars  etc.  24 

Hotels,  Inns,  Guest  Houses.  62 

Greengrocery  13 

Bakery  and  Confectionery  14 

Fishmongers  3 

Fried- fish  shops  3 

Cider  Manufacturers  3 

Mineral  Water  Manufacturers  1 

Wine  Bottling  1 


MILK . 


No.  of  registered  milk  distributors . 21 

No.  of  registered  dairy  premises .  6 

No.  of  registered  distributors  for  sale  of  bottled 

milk  only . 4 

No.  cf  dealers  licensed  to  use  the  special  designation 

"Tuberculin  Tested" . 12 

No.  of  dealers  with  supplementary  licences  to  use  the 

special  designation  "Tuberculin  Tested" .  7 

No.  of  dealers  licensed  to  use  the  special  designation 

"Pasteurised" .  4 

No.  of  dealers  with  supplementary  licences  to  use  the 

special  designation  "Pasteurised" .  6 

No.  of  dealers  licensed  to  use  the  special  designation 

"Sterilised" .  4 

No.  of  dealers  with  supplementary  licences  to  use  the 
special  designation  "Sterilised" .  4 


Milk  Sampling:  - 

Tuberculin  Tested  6  Samples  taken;  1  satisfactory, 

5  unsatisfactory. 


Unde  signaled 


1  Sample  taken;  satisfactory. 


MILK.  (continued). 

Biological  Sampling:  - 

Number  taken  29;  Negative  results  19;  Positive  results  10. 

The  10  positive  results  were  in  respect  of  Brucellus  Abortus 
infection  in  a  T.T.  herd. 

REGULATION  20,  MILK  &  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Two  notices  requiring  the  compulsory  heat  treatment  of  milk 
before  sale  were  served  on  a  dairy  farm  and  a  distributor  owing 
to  samples  of  milk  showing  evidence  of  brucellus  abortus  infection. 
Compensation  was  paid  to  the  dairy  farmer  for  damage  and  loss 
sustained  by  reason  of  the  notice. 

ICE  CREAM.  No.  of  premises  registered  for:- 

(a)  Manufacture  and  retail  sale  3 

(b)  Manufacture  only  Nil 

(c)  Retail  sale  only  59 

No.  of  Samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examinat i on;- 

Grade  1  10 

Grade  2  10 

Grade  3  3 

Grade  4  6 

Nearly  all  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  is  prepacked 
and  made  outside  the  area. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938  -  Section  14. 

Twelve  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausages  etc.  39  inspections  were  made  of  registered  premises. 

No  enforcement  action  was  necessary  under  the  Bye-Laws  made 
under  Section  15  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  respect  of 
food  premises  generally. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  BACON  FACTORIES. 


(1 )  No.  in  use  under  Ministry  of  Food .  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  slaughterhouses  where  horses 

are  slaughtered  for  human  consumption .  Nil 


Centralised  slaughtering  was  carried  out  at  Weston-super-Mare 
and  Bristol  abattoirs.  The  question  of  the  number  and  standard  of 
slaughterhouses  to  be  licensed  with  the  de-rationing  of  meat  in 
July,  1954,  was  beginning  to  be  considered  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

INSPECTION  OF  .FOOD. 

The  following  food  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: 


Beef 

416 

lbs. 

Mutton 

46 

lbs. 

Bacon  and  Ham 

85 

lbs. 

Canned  Meat 

103 

lbs. 

Canned  Fruit 

68 

tins . 

P  oultry 

14 

f  owl  s . 

Sugar 

574 

lbs. 

Cheese 

10 

lbs. 

Butter  &  Margarine 
Cereals  and 

40 

lbs. 

Eggs  . 

20 

doz. 

C onf ectionery. 

Small  quantities. 
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DISPOSAL  OP  CONDEMNED  POOD. 

Information  as  to  the  method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food  is 
requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  1/54.  The 
methods  adopted  up  to  the  end  of  1953  were  as  follows  j- 

(1)  Meat  condemned  in  butchers  shops  etc.  was  returned  with 
condemnation  certificate  to  the  mean  depot  whence  it  was 
allocated. 

(2)  Rationed  foods  were  returned  with  condemnation 
certificates  through  trade  channels  to  the  Ministry  of 
Food. 

(3)  Large  quantities  (e.g.  the  574  lbs.  of  sugar)  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Ministry  of  Pood  Salvage  Division. 

(4)  Small  quantities  of  other  food  were  disposed  of  on  the 
Council’s  refuse  tip  either  by  burial  or  burning. 

SPECIAL  EXAMINATION  OF  STOCK  OR  CONSIGNMENT  OP  FOOD. 

An  examination  of  practically  the  whole  of  the  stock  of  a 
medium  sized  village  grocery  and  provision  store  was  necessary 
following  a  malicious  fire  on  the  premises.  Approximately 
one-seventh  of  the  total  stock  had  to  be  condemned  as  unsuitable 
for  human  consumption  owing  to  permeation  by  smoke  and 
paraffin  fumes. 

FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS. 

None  were  notified  as  'Food  Poisoning'  ;  but  there  were  four 
separate  cases  of  ' Dysentery' .  Since  stool  samples  were  taken 
only  after  notification  had  been  received,  specimen  bottles  were 
delivered  to  the  Medical  Practitioners  for  early  identification 
of  the  infecting  organism.  In  one  case  Salmonella  was  found. 

It  was  impossible  in  any  case  to  trace  the  source  of  infection 
in  these  isolated  cases. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 
YEAR  1953,  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS, 

1937  AND  1948. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  ms.de  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 

No.  on  No.  of  Written  No.  of  Occupiers 

Premise s.  Register.  Inspections.  Notices.  Prosecuted. 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sects.!, 2, 3, 4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced 

by  L.A.  9  8  0  0 

(2)  Factories  not  inc¬ 
luded  in  (1 )  in  which 
Sect. 7  is  enforced 

by  I,. A.  80  43  1  0 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sect. 7  is 
enforced  by  L.A. 

(excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises).  -  - 

TOTAL  89  51  1  0 

2.  CASES  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars.  No.  of  Cases. 

Found.  Remedied. 


Want  of  Cleanliness (S. I.  ) 
Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

(S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)~ 
Poor  drainage  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 

or  defective  1 

(c)  No  sex  separation 
Other  offences  against 

Act. 

Total  1 


No.  of  Cases 

Referred  No.  of 

ToH.M. Inspr.  By  H.M.Inspr.  Cases 

Prosecuted 


1 


1 


PART  VIII  of  the  ACT 


OUTWORK 

(Sects.  110  and  111). 

There  were  no  Out-workers  in  the  District  during  this  year,  as  far 
as  we  know. 


Conclusion. 

Health  generally  remains  good  in  the  District.  Steady,  gradual 
improvement  in  sanitary  conditions  and  amenities  is  being  achieved  and 
centres  of  higher  standards  are  being  formed  in  the  Council's  housing 
estates.  The  general  absence  of  infectors,  the  result  of  years  of 
Sanitary  effort,  and  the  vigilance  practiced  throughout  the  country, 
prevents  the  still  primitive  conditions  of  water  supply  and  sanitation  in 
many  rural  areas  from  causing  major  epidemics;  but  also  may  cause 
complacency.  Bovine  tuberculosis,  (glands,  bones  etc. ),  is  being 
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eradicated  by  herd  management.  Lung  tuberculosis  still 
causes  anxiety  and,  in  this  area,  one  is  conscious  of  the 
infecting  danger  of  young  men  returning  from  their  military 
training. 

Housing  still  demands  a  major  part  of  the  time  of  the 
department.  But  the  future  would  appear  to  be  in  sight  when 
the  rural  housewife  ma.y  expect  clean  safe  water  in  the  house, 
over  the  sink,  sanitary  accommodation  within  its  walls,  easy 
hot  water  and  a  bathroom. 


In  tendering  this  Report  for  your  consideration  and 
information,  I  must  take  the  opportunity  to  thank  your 
Council  for  the  support,  c onsideration,  and  perhaps, 
forbearance  always  shewn  to  me.  The  work  has  given  me 
great  pleasure. 


I  am,  of  course,  greatly  indebted  also  to  the  rest  of 
the  Staff,  who,  in  my  opinion,  discharge  their  duties  with 
quiet  efficiency  and  tact.  Apart  from  the  duties  under  my 
aegis  as  Medical  officer  of  Health,  much  of  their  time  is 
taken  by  the  Planning  and  other  departments  of  Council  work. 
This  report  owes  much  to  their  help. 

It  would  be  ungracious  not  to  include  a  word  of  thanks 
to  the  Clerk,  his  lieutenant,  the  Housing  Manager  and  their 
staffs. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


St.  Martins, 
Long  Ashton, 
Bristol. 


14th  July,  1954 
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